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April 1, 2011 
 
 
Lawrence Krissek, Professor of Earth Sciences 
Faculty Chair, Committee on Curriculum and Instruction 
College of the Arts and Sciences 
 
Dear Larry, 
 
We are submitting the semester versions of the Department of Dance’s undergraduate programs:  
Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) in Dance, Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) in Dance Education with 
Licensure, and the Minor in Dance.  The semester degree proposals were reviewed and approved 
by the Department of Dance, reviewed by me at various stages, and reviewed by the chairs and 
directors in the arts units with Divisional Dean Mark Shanda.  This group functioned as a NASM 
standard and curricular review body, and unanimously approved the programs at their November 
3, 2010 meeting.  
 
Bachelor  of Fine Ar ts in Dance Education:  The BFA in Dance Education was first approved 
by CAA in May of 1991 with the group of tagged degrees from the arts, and revisions were last 
approved by CAA on August 21, 2008.  However, due to loss of faculty over the past few years 
the unit will not be delivering this tagged degree with licensure as it transitions to semesters.  
The unit wishes to deactivate at this time.  There is no transition plan needed because the last 
student graduated in 2009 from the Dance Education BFA. 
 
Bachelor  of Fine Ar ts in Dance: The BFA in Dance was first approved by CAA in May of 
1991 with the group of tagged degrees from the arts, and revisions were last approved by CAA 
on August 21, 2008. The degree is a tagged degree and is part of the accredited degree programs 
within the arts units.  The tagged degree programs include the credit hours for the full degree.  
Therefore the “Credit Hour Explanation” box includes GE and major course work in its totality.  
The quarter-system degree requires 191 credit hours overall, and the semester-system degree 
requires 127.  The quarter-system requires 60 GEC credits, and the proposed semester-system 
requires 37 credit hours of the GE.  The quarter-system requires 131 credits on the major; the 
semester-system requires 84 credit hours on the major.  The most significant change to the 
degree is in the addition of 6 credit hours of university free electives.  The unit wished to allow 
for these since typically free electives can be used for a minor or double major.  Many of the 
dance BFA majors are taking minors and majors, and the department saw this as a way to 
accommodate their students while not compromising accreditation standards.  The content of the 
major has remained the same, while removing the quarter-requirement of an advising 
colloquium.  The GE has converted on a course-to-course basis.  Fourteen courses were required 
on quarters and fourteen are required on semesters. The unit has provided a detailed transition 
plan replete with a four-year transition plan for its majors.  Please note that the BFA in Dance 
has an assessment plan on file with OAA, confirmed October 15, 2010. 
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Minor  in Dance:  The Minor in Dance was approved by CAA previous to 2006.  There were no 
major revisions to the program.  The program converted from 25 credit hours to 16 credit hours 
and maintained the three required core categories and combined two existing quarter courses 
(161 and 200) that fulfilled one of the options of core 1 into one course (2401).   
 
As these undergraduate proposals travel from the Department of Dance through the curricular 
approval process, please include these majors in a bundle with the undergraduate programs from 
the Department of Theatre and the School of Music, as these performing arts and tagged majors 
are similar in design.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call or 
email me at 292-5727 or williams.1415@osu.edu.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of these proposals, 

 
Valarie Williams, Professor of Dance 
Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, Arts and Humanities 
 
CC:   Susan Petry, Professor and Chair, Department of Dance 
 Mark Shanda, Divisional Dean, Arts and Humanities and Professor of Theatre 

Melanie Bales, Professor and Calendar Coordinator, Department of Dance 
Kate Hale, Program Coordinator, Department of Dance 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
TO: OAA Executive Coordinating Committee for Semester Conversion 
FROM:  Susan Petry, Professor and Chair, Department of Dance 
 
Cover Letter and Program Rationale (Undergraduate Programs in Dance) 
 
Process: The Department of Dance recommends for approval that the following undergraduate programs be converted from 
quarter to semester delivery system.  During the summer of 2009, the Department met for a retreat where the switch to 
semesters was discussed across programs. During the academic year 2009-2010 areas within the Department met to form 
recommendations, programs were reviewed at both U and G levels, and an ad hoc semester conversion committee chaired by 
Professor Melanie Bales was convened. The conversion committee has met weekly to finalize the conversion from quarter to 
semester format, working with Associate Dean Valarie Williams. During Winter Quarter 2010, the conversion committee 
distributed projected curriculum plans across programs to all regular faculty for their feedback and input.  
 
Rationale: After discussion at the undergraduate studies committee, the ad hoc semester conversion committee and full 
faculty, it was decided that our undergraduate majors in dance would remain unchanged, and that improvements could be 
made in some areas through relatively minor changes that supported inter-and intra-disciplinary experiences through 
combined courses and rearranged content.  The BFA in Dance had structural changes approved by CAA in 2006, and the 
faculty chose to retain those changes because they are reflective of the field and its demands.  The GEC, which has 12 
courses on the quarter system, was reaffirmed in 2008 by CAA; we will continue to require 12 courses on the semester 
system. We translated the major program areas to approximate equivalents: the movement practice requirement of 48 quarter 
hours is translated to 30 semester hours. The Foundation requirement of 51quarter hours is translated to 32 semester hours. 
The Contract requirement of 30 quarter hours and the Advising Colloquium of 2 quarter hours is translated to 22 semester 
hours with University Free Electives of 6 semester hours. 
 
The Minor in Dance retained its basic content and program goals and changed only one course offering for the core course. 
The quarter options for the core course in the minor have moved from a choice of two courses (161 and 200) to one required 
course (2401). The remaining courses are the same and may be counted in the categories as before. The minor program has 
been successful; students apply to the program and are advised by the Assistant Chair.  We are retaining this practice under 
semesters. 
 
It was decided that our BFA in Dance Education would be deactivated at this time.  The program is being deactivated rather 
than terminated in the hopes that we will eventually have the faculty to support the program. No transition plan is necessary 
as our last dance education students graduated in June 2009. 
      

Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) in Dance 
Converted with minimal changes (191 total credits to 127 total units) 

 
Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) in Dance Education  
Deactivated 

 
Minor in Dance 
Converted with minimal changes (25 total credits to 16 total units) 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
Susan Petry, Professor and Chair, Department of Dance  
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